
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good afternoon everybody and welcome to all our members. 

I would like to acknowledge our Patron, Geoff Morris and our Life Members. 

Twelve months ago I was elected President after Chris Richardson had taken the club 

through the previous 5 years. 

My first year as President of the Club has been challenging and rewarding.  The 

impact of COVID has been significant, however the club, as you will hear from our 

Treasurer Phil Golding, is in an even stronger financial position today. 

In the past year the impact of COVID on the club has been lessening, yet it still 

affects our operations and we have to remain vigilant.  At times, that has required all 

of us to be aware of Government regulations restricting our movements and 

interactions outside and at the club, and that may continue for some time into the 

future. 
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In regard to facilities, the club is holding up well although we can see that the aging 

club is experiencing some flaws.  We have recently provided new floor covering to the 

bar area, which had a small amount of asbestos in the lino material.  The 

maintenance of this was a requirement by the Council who own the building.  All 

fixtures and fittings are owned by the Council but all maintenance and replacements 

are at the cost of the club.  In addition, our dish washer was replaced through the 

generosity of a corporate customer and Brian Page, thank you Brian. 

As you are aware we also will be replacing the airconditioning at our cost.  The 

money raised from members has been quarantined so that all money raised will be 

used for its intended purpose.  There will also be a requirement for the club to 

contribute to the work and there is a likelihood that the Future Fund will also 

contribute.  The request for quotations has recently closed and we will now consider 

the best way forward having receiving expert advice. 

The greens have held up well in the past year and the grass greens have recently been 

maintained.  There is some work ongoing on the synthetic green and grass A green, 

as a result of base timber rotting on the banks.  John Shaw has been working hard at 

this and all the other facility requirements.   

Use of our facilities brings much needed revenue into the club and we have managed 

to retain the level of corporate and community use at a strong level.  We 

implemented a 4-week community bowls program called Jack Attack and 10 teams 

of triples had great fun.  We provided small weekly prizes and 3 final prizes of free 

memberships.  I hope that we will be able to expand the community bowls beyond 

Jack Attack to perhaps a regular Sunday open day. 

Similarly, Doug Cross has worked tirelessly to bring in sponsors and has achieved a 

miraculous sponsor response in this very difficult time for sponsors.  Sponsors are an 

integral element of the club so if you have any new sponsor ideas, please talk to Doug 

about them.  Somehow Doug also finds time to organise member trips.  Soon a group 

of members will be off to Darwin for bowls and site-seeing. 

Another hard-working team, headed by Leigh Richardson, have brought numerous 

events to members both within the club and at sponsor venues.  All of the events 

have been well-planned and most enjoyable. 

In terms of our on-field activities, the year was reasonably good for both Ladies and 

Men, please read David Steinberg’s Selectors report on the website.  However, the 

increase in our age profile at the club does mean that people are less prepared to 

commit to pennants and the travel it requires.  The club has responded to this by 

increasing competitive social bowls, with Adrian Clements leading a team of 

organisers on Thursdays through the pennants season and Marty Adams and others 

through the off season.  We will be looking to expand this wherever possible.  

However, as previously mentioned we will simultaneously be trying to attract new 

members of all ages. 

The Future Fund requires special mention.  It has a healthy bank-balance (see the 

accounts) and the new Club Executive Committee will be looking at a planned 

priority list for drawing on those funds over time.  However, it is not the intention of 



 

the club to try to draw on the funds so that they are depleted as soon as they are 

received.  It is a Future Fund and fortunately we have three club members with 

sound skills in finance and development who manage that fund and will remind us if 

we push for funds too frequently. 

So what does the future hold for our club?  It will either be exciting or a tough road.  

COVID may play a negative part in our future but hopefully all of our members will 

play a positive part in how we progress.  Please become involved in one of the club 

positions or at least become involved in assisting the club officers.  If you cannot be 

involved because of health or age then please find another way to contribute.  It is 

your club as well as ours and we must all strive to sustain it as one of the outstanding 

WA Bowling Clubs. 

I would like to thank you all for the support that you have shown me personally 

throughout the past year, it is a humbling journey for me.  I do not always get things 

right, however, I attempt to always put the club first.  

Finally, I cannot sign off without thanking the Executive Committee and all of the 

non-Executive officers of the club.  What a wonderful team we have at this club, who 

all work tirelessly to make the club operate efficiently and effectively.  I won’t name 

them individually, however, you all know who they are.  If you don’t, please find out 

and congratulate them on the magnificent work they do.  We will be losing Brian 

Burton as Mens’ Captain, yet I hope that he will continue to work for the club as he 

has a breadth of knowledge which would be impossible to replicate.  We will also be 

losing Brian Page in Corporate Management, who has performed admirably over the 

years, and will be hard to replace. 

For 2021 and 2022 may we all enjoy the club and each other’s company.  Thankyou. 


